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Synopsis

MacArthur, the public figure, the private man, the soldier-hero whose mystery and appeal created a
uniquely American legend, portrayed in a brilliant biography that will challenge the cherished myths

of admirers and critics alike. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

"American Caesar " is William Manchester’s superbly crafted and supremely well researched
biography of Douglas MacArthur, one of the greatest but most controversial military leaders in
American history. MacArthur has been praised for his brilliant strategic and tactical abilities during
both world wars and accomplishments as Military Governor in post-World War Il Japan, and
criticized for his overweening egoism and inability to subordinate himself to the wishes of his civilian
superiors.William Manchester writes with wit and candor as he chronicles MacArthur’s life from his
earliest days to his death in 1964, at age 84. Manchester’s portrait of his subject is balanced and
objective. We see MacArthur at his finest: capable and courageous on the battlefield during World
War [, rising quickly to general officer rank as a result of his abilities; between the world wars, a
progressive, reform-minded superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy, and later U.S. Army Chief
of Staff; during World War 1, a Medal of Honor winner, and the gifted but overly vainglorious
commander of all Allied forces in the South Pacific, who achieved brilliant military successes with
his "island-hopping" strategy; and later, as Military Governor of Japan, displaying a surprising
magnanimity toward the conquered Japanese by introducing American-style democracy and liberal

reforms. We also see him at his worst: pompous and vain, always seeking personal glory, often at



his subordinates’ expense; vindictive toward his subordinates when they disagreed with him; and
finally, during the Korean War, the Supreme Commander whose hubris led him to openly defy his

commander-in-chief, resulting in his relief by President Harry Truman.
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